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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 28, 2005 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
able to be present for rollcall votes 322 and 
323. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘aye’’ on rollcall votes 322 and 323. 

f 

HONORING WALTER HAASE AS 
THE NEWEST ELECTED MEMBER 
OF THE NATIONAL UTILITY 
GROUP 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 28, 2005 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commend Walter Haase for being elected to 
the board of directors of the American Public 
Power Association. Mr. Haase was appointed 
to this prestigious position during the associa-
tion’s annual meeting in Anaheim, California. 

Since the year 2000, Mr. Haase has served 
as the general manager of the Jamestown 
Board of Public Utilities. He has seen the BPU 
through numerous modernizations and up-
dates. Currently, Mr. Haase is working to cre-
ate a brand new power plant to replace the 
existing one. 

To its credit, the nationwide association en-
compasses more than 2,000 community- 
owned electric utilities allowing it to serve 
more than 43 million customers. 

Jamestown’s board was formed in 1940 and 
is a charter member. 

I am honored Mr. Speaker, to have an op-
portunity to honor Mr. Walter Haase for this 
noteworthy honor and for his innovations in 
the field of public utilities. 

f 

ANNIVERSARY OF TITLE IX 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 28, 2005 

Ms. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
on the 33rd anniversary of the day Congress 
passed Title IX, in support of the landmark 
legislation that prohibited gender discrimina-
tion in education programs and activities re-
ceiving federal funds. 

Title IX provides for equal opportunity for 
women and girls in areas related to access to 
higher education, athletics, career education, 
education for pregnant and parenting students, 
employment, learning environment, math and 
science education, sexual harassment, stand-
ardized testing, and technology. 

Unfortunately, recent action by the Bush Ad-
ministration and Secretary Spellings has 

threatened provisions providing for equal op-
portunities for girls and women in sports. This 
new interpretation of Title IX compliance now 
only requires that schools survey current fe-
male students regarding their interest in 
sports. A lack of response can be assumed a 
lack of interest. This process has several 
flaws, including the reliance on using only 
email as an effective tool for soliciting feed-
back on such an important law. 

Unfortunately, because this interpretation 
was deemed a simple ‘‘clarification’’ by the 
Bush administration, there will be no public 
comment period, despite the serious concerns 
the public has raised regarding this change. 
This is not the first time the American people 
have raised concerns regarding this issue, nor 
is it the first time this Administration has tried 
to weaken Title IX. 

In 2002, the Administration attempted to 
change this policy through the establishment 
of the Commission on Opportunity in Athletics. 
The Commission made several negative rec-
ommendations that weakened the goals of 
Title IX, but significant public outcry prevented 
these misguided policy changes. Given this 
kind of public commitment to this issue, I am 
very concerned about the way in which this 
most recent ‘‘clarification’’ has happened—late 
on a Friday afternoon, without any consulta-
tion or time for feedback despite a clear his-
tory of interest in this issue. 

Over the past 30 years, significant move-
ments have ensured more opportunities for 
women and girls. In fact young women’s par-
ticipation in athletics has increased by 400 
percent at the college level and by 800 per-
cent in high schools. Title IX has provided op-
portunities for female I athletes; however, they 
continue to be shortchanged in terms of ath-
letic scholarship opportunities, facilities, and 
other benefits and services. Women and girls 
receive only 41 percent of athletic opportuni-
ties today, despite the fact that they constitute 
more than half of student enrollments. Vig-
orous enforcement of Title IX, rather than the 
weakening of compliance measures, must be 
the goal of the Department of Education. This 
is a time to continue to ensure women and 
girls are offered equal athletic opportunities at 
all levels of their abilities. 

Last month, I convened a roundtable discus-
sion in my district with nearly 50 students, 
coaches, Title IX compliance officers, and ath-
letic directors regarding the ‘‘clarification.’’ 
They shared their stories about what sporting 
opportunities were like before Title IX com-
pared to the opportunities girls and women 
have now, their commitment to Title IX, and 
their concerns regarding efforts to weaken it. 
In fact, some schools shared that because this 
particular measure of Title IX compliance is so 
weak in demonstrating equal opportunities, 
they do not plan to use it, but rather they will 
use other measures. 

I am proud of the female athletes in Min-
nesota—not only for their accomplishments 
but for their willingness to stand up and en-
sure these opportunities remain for genera-
tions of women to come. 

It is in their honor that I rise today in rec-
ognition of these women trailblazers in ath-
letics and education to call on President Bush 
and Secretary Spellings to immediately with-
draw this harmful ‘‘clarification’’ and to support 
efforts that strengthen, rather than weaken, 
Title IX. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 28, 2005 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably detained on Friday and was regret-
tably unable to cast my vote on rollcall No. 
315, rollcall No. 316, rollcall No. 317, rollcall 
No. 318, rollcall No. 319, rollcall No. 320, and 
rollcall No. 321. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘no’’ on rollcall No. 315, ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall No. 
316, ‘‘no’’ on rollcall No. 317, ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall 
No. 318, ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall No. 319, ‘‘yea’’ on 
rollcall No. 320, and ‘‘no’’ on rollcall No. 321. 
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HONORING ROBERT BOOTH AS THE 
RECIPIENT OF THE DISTIN-
GUISHED TEACHING PROFESSOR 
AWARD 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 28, 2005 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the exemplary educational service of 
Robert Booth, a resident of Chautauqua Coun-
ty, Village of Fredonia, upon receiving the title 
of Distinguished Teaching Professor, the high-
est rank bestowed by the SUNY system on 
faculty members. 

Booth is a Visual Arts and New Media de-
partment official at the State University of New 
York College at Fredonia, and is one of only 
nine professors statewide to receive this 
honor. 

Since 1978 Booth has dedicated much of 
his time and energy to his students, and is 
committed to them on many levels. He always 
is willing to help and guide them, while still let-
ting them be ultimately responsible for his or 
her education. 

In addition to teaching, Booth is also known 
in Chautauqua County for his art restorations 
of the Marks Fountain in Fredonia’s Barker 
Commons and the King Neptune fountain that 
resided in Dunkirk’s Washington Park. Booth 
is a well respected artist whose work is fea-
tured all over the eastern part of the United 
States. 

Booth is currently the coordinator of the In 
Sight/On Site sculpture project at SUNY Fre-
donia and the facilitator of the GWB Visual 
Arts Award Scholarship. He resides in Fre-
donia, with his wife, and two children. 
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